Birmingham Baptist Churches Exploring their Black History Project
Oral history interview of Hazel Nunes, 18 January 2026 @ Highgate Baptist Church.
Conducted by Gale Richards (principal investigator) and Daniella Diswemi and Samuella

Diswemi (co-researchers).

Partl

Starts at 0.03

Hazel: My name is Hazel. At the time before | was married, | was 18 at the time | was Hazel
Tracy, before | become Hazel Nunes. And then when | come here at 18, | want to go back
home.

Gale: So, this is when you came to Birmingham, England?

Hazel: Birmingham, England, yes, when | came here, | had bad experience. You know, it was
so cold. We had nowhere to live. | don't know if | should put that in, because we had nowhere
to live when | come here, in the, in the in the 60s, and when we, when | come here, if it wasn't
for the Indians. | would go back home. And | pay, my father sent me here, and when | came
here, | wasn't working, and | have no money to go back home, so have to stay here and suffer
with all these things that going on. But thank God I'm still here. I'm still here at from 18 till I'm
87 this year, and I'm still here. But when | come to this church, 1975 there's some of the
members that welcome us. Some didn't, but I'm still here.

Ends at 1.18

Part 2

Hazel: So, | thank God I'm still here, for some of the members that was here. They welcome
us. And you know, I'm here all these years with Faye and the longest here. You know, once you
worship in God, it doesn't matter how you're being treated, but once you're not worshiping
man, you're worshiping God. That's why I'm still here. And today I'm still here, and | give God
thanks for it.

Gale: So, whilst you've been at this church, what are some of the things that you've done,
some of the roles that you've held?

Hazel: Well, | become Deacon.

Gale: Do you know when? Roughly?



Hazel: Oh, Jesus, | can't remember. I'm here since. I'm here from 1975, it's about 50 years.
That's the truth. | have to say about 50. It's a long time.

Gale: So, as Deacon, what were some of your responsibilities?

Hazel: Well, served communion. Served the district. We go visit people and help to do
whatever supposed to do in the church here. You know, welcome the little children that born
here. Look at them, beautiful. They, you wouldn't believe they're born here in this church, and
they're still here. God bless them, may they continue to be a Christian. And thank the mother
who, and father who teach them to come to church, and they're so faithful. You know, I'm so
proud of them, you would, you wouldn’t believe they are my children, but they are my
children. They don't born from me, but | love them. Yeah.

Gale: So, what kind of jobs did you do, in wider society when you came, and before you
retired?

Hazel: Before | retired, was a nurse in the hospital.

Gale: Okay.

Hazel: Yes, so, | retired 55, because my health was deteriorating, and it's still going on, but I'm
still I'm still here, yeah, yeah,

Gale: Okay, and as a nurse, tell me, did you serve particular groups, children, older people?
Hazel: Older, the elderly, senile dementia people. That was my role in the hospital.

Gale: And did you find it rewarding?

Hazel: Yes, yes. |, it was. It was really, really tough looking after them. It's hard to deal with the
elderly, but if you serve God and you know, you have to do what God expect you to do, to help
each other, and that's what | was doing, helping the elderly.

Gale: And your faith helped you?

Hazel: Yeah, yes, yes.

Gale: And can | ask you more about what you did in the church. So, someone who is a nurse,
I'm thinking that you would have been very caring, caring for people in this congregation. Tell
me more. How did you care for them? What kind of things did you do?

Hazel: Oh, well, if they're sick, the minister would ask us to go and visit, and if they want to
be a member, we go and visit and see and bring them to the church, and you know, and
continue to love them and care for them when they come to the church here, yeah, yeah.

Gale: And | know that you are a singer, so how have you served with your singing?



Hazel: Well, | try my best. God, God, give me a voice. And I've been singing since | was when |
as | remember, | can sing. | was eight year-old when | get saved in Jamaica because my dad
was a preacher. So, I've been singing from that time. I've been in a choir. In the choir from
Jamaica. | come here. | was, we had a choir here. | was on the choir here. It was a big
congregation here, so I've been singing for a long time.

Gale: Were you known for particular songs that you sang, or were important to you that really
helped you?

Hazel: Yeah, lots of songs that, that | choose from the book, you know, it helped my spirit to
grow

Gale: And you say, when you were caring for people and were visiting them, is there a
particular song you might offer them?

Hazel: Well, we just pray for them, you know, not really sing, but we do pray for them to come
and join the church.

Gale: And did you ever preach here?

Ends at 4.24

Starts at 4.30

Hazel: ...we can we talk but it’s the minister preach. Well, you will have an opportunity, like
talk when we have Thursday communion. But I've never go up on the pulpit and really take
over. What we all, we all have a voice that we do things, yes, yes, but I've never, I've never
stand up and preach as a deacon up on the pulpit.

Gale: So, did you lead any small groups here?

Hazel: Yes, | was a Sunday school teacher. Yes, | do teach the children here, not these children,
but other children.

Ends at 5.09

Starts at 5.56

Gale: Now I'm going to ask you when, when did you get married?

Hazel: 1963, been married, 62 years.

Gale: So, when you came to this church, you came with your husband, together?

Hazel: Yes. And my children, all my children, | have them before | come here. Yeah, one born

in this church.



Gale: Okay, so you came to England. You said, 1960 1960 you came to this church, 1975 Yes,
we say this church, Highgate Baptist Yes, yes.

Gale: So, were you going to a different church before you came here?

Hazel: Yes, | was going to Edward Road Baptist church before | come here.

Gale: Didn't know that. Okay. And so, you moved across to here in 1975.

Hazel: When | came to Highgate down here to live. That's when | find this church. But | was
living in the other part of Birmingham, before | come here.

Gale: So, you were a member at Edward Rd first?

Hazel: Well, | didn’t be a member. | just visit the church, but I've been a member here.

Ends at 6.54



